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        ocial media is a wonderful resource that enables us to share information, market and brand our organisation, 

communicate at little cost, protest and reach friends around the world. It can also be a source of negative disruption, the 

of spread fake news (as Donald Trump and many others in politics have shown us so deviously), a medium for hate 

speech and an opportunity for scamming people. 

 

I recently listened to a webinar on social media use by well-known South African social media expert, Emma Sadlier. This 

was an eye opener. I made a list of 12 lessons (there are others) that I learned from her talk. Every one of our staff has 

received a copy. In no particular order these lessons are: 

  

1. If you send content to one person or more it is in the public domain.  

2. Don’t harass people, don’t defame, write hate speech, make threats, spread fake news, infringe intellectual 

 property. 

3. One cannot copy from materials, data etc. from someone’s hard drive, laptop etc. without permission.  

4. When on social media think about confidentiality.  

5. Don’t put on to social media anything that speaks badly about others, employer, etc.  

6. What you say on social media must be true & for public benefit.  Onus is on person who posts. 

7. Think before you post anything  

8. If you forward or like a message (eg. a “racist” message) you are guilty of an offence. 

9. If you receive something that you feel is  inappropriate, delete it.  

10. If tagged in “bad” content, “untag” yourself.  

11. If defamed, one has 3 years to sue from last date of 

 publication.  

12. You are allowed to record every conversation that 

 you are part of, no permission is needed. 

 

 
Enjoy this edition of EARLY YEARS. 
 
 
ERIC ATMORE 
Director 
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transition to a non-racist parliamentary democracy, the 
government headed by Nelson Mandela signed up, affirming a 
call made at a world summit in 1990 to give children the first 
call on society’s resources. 

In the following year, the South African Constitution and Bill of 
Rights were adopted. The Bill of Rights states: “A child’s best 
interests are of paramount importance in every matter 
concerning the child.” 

This approach turned on its head the education policies codified 
and enforced after the apartheid state came formally into being 
in 1948. But so too did the policies drawn up by the ANC in 
exile. As a result, it was little wonder that there existed a high 
level of broad-based hope in the immediate post-apartheid 
period, especially among early years campaigners. But such 
hopes were largely dashed and the official reaction to the 
pandemic further crippled what existed of early childhood care 
and education, shutting down thousands of early childhood 
centres. 

However, there were advances in the post-apartheid years, 
some coming via the courts. The strap, cane, ruler and even 
lengths of hosepipe had become very much part of the 
disciplinary regime in South African schools and the dropping of 
such punishment had been one of the main demands of the 
rebellious “1976 generation”. In 1995, the courts ruled that 
judicial flogging violated the constitutional rights of those 
sentenced. In the following year, the Schools Act fell into line 
and banned corporal punishment in schools. 

But it took until September 2019 for the Constitutional Court to 
rule that all corporal punishment of children in South Africa is 
illegal. This ruling brought the country into line — at least in 
principle — with the international children’s rights treaties the 
government had already ratified. This is now being challenged 
in the wake of reports of increasing bullying, violence and 
threats against teachers by students. 

Similar arguments persist in many other countries. According to 
the United Nations, more than half the countries that have 
signed up to the Convention on the Rights of the Child do not 
ban corporal punishment. So it is not surprising that one billion 

WE MUST FIX EARLY LEARNING 
IF WE WANT TO FIX EDUCATION 

- AND ABANDON POPULIST 
TALK OF 

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

 
~ Terry and Barbara Bell 

 
This week is dedicated to child protection, with the official 
theme being “Let us protect children during Covid-19 and 
beyond”. As a result, Basil Manuel, executive director of the 
National Professional Teachers’ Organisation (Naptosa) has 
stressed: “Protecting children is everyone’s business”. 

However, this business, especially for those in authority, should 
be to guarantee that children enjoy equal rights with the rest of 
humanity. Although not often acknowledged and frequently 
ignored, this is a legal requirement, both nationally and 
internationally; a fact particularly pertinent at this time in South 
Africa with growing calls for both the return of the death 
penalty and of corporal punishment. This again amounts to a 
focus on the symptoms of a malaise rather than considering the 
causes. 

Over the past century, much lip service has been paid to 
guaranteeing the health and wellbeing of children. But today, 
certainly in legal terms, children’s rights have been clearly spelt 
out globally, and at least in principle, through national laws and 
ratified international agreements.  

Moves to guarantee the rights of children began with the 
League of Nations in 1924 and, over the following years, there 
have been a series of agreements culminating in the landmark 
1949 Convention on the Rights of the Child. Adopted by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, it is the most widely 
ratified human rights treaty in history, and it notes: 

“The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this 
right shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either 
orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any 
other media of the child’s choice.” 

This is the formal, legal, acknowledgement that children 
deserve the same rights as other human beings. A year after the 
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improving the lot of the next generation tends to be on formal 
education — and usually on the upper grades. 

In South Africa, there is a national obsession with Grade 12 
“matric” results and universities. This is much like worrying 
about the fragility of the 12th storey of a building while largely 
ignoring the fact that the foundation is rotten (a dramatic 
practical example was provided in Miami last year). Yet no one 
will deny that anything built on weak or warped foundations is 
likely to have problems or even collapse. 

A critical part of that foundation, for every adult, starts at 
conception. And, with very few exceptions when — and 
wherever — there is a birth, a baby, without instruction, will 
soon be gurgling and babbling; this young life does not have to 
be taught to use tongue and lips and vocal cords, to clench and 
unclench fingers; a baby is a bundle of learning, reaching out 
into the world. Properly nourished, cared for and spoken to, a 
baby, within two or three years, is a walking, talking, exploring 
and inquiring child, eager to develop innate abilities: the living 
foundation for the adult life to come. 

This is a simple fact recognised across the world — and the 
centuries — by many educational theorists, practitioners and 
philosophers. From various points of view they have pointed out 
that the earliest years of the child are those that are most 
receptive to learning; that, almost sponge-like, young children 
absorb the often incredibly complex lessons of language and 
social behaviour. And how important this period is in terms of 
the adult future has been confirmed by a multitude of studies, 
especially over the past century. 

But we continue to focus, almost obsessively, on problematic 
symptoms, giving our children, to paraphrase the poet, Phillip 
Larkin: all the faults we had and add some others, just for them. 
Yet, nationally and internationally, the legal framework already 
exists to combat the causes of so many of our woes. We do not 
have to “hand on misery that deepens like a coastal shelf”, so 
long as we recognise — and resolutely act —to combat the 
causes of our woes. 

That should be the prime lesson this week — and be stressed 
continually into the coming years. DM 

Barbara Bell and Terry Bell are currently working on a book 
promoting and dealing with some of the history of early 
childhood care and education. 

 

 

Article first published and available at: 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-06-01-we-must-fix

-early-learning-if-we-want-to-fix-education-and-abandon-
populist-talk-of-corporal-punishment/ 

 
 
 

 

children — half the children worldwide — are estimated to 
suffer some form of violence each year. 

At the same time, reputable studies have consistently shown 
that many of the “social ills” such as the destructive and anti-
social behaviour now complained of in local schools, have their 
roots in the early, preschool years. Which is not to say that there 
is a direct cause-effect relationship; that an individual from a 
violent, uncaring and nutritionally wanting background cannot 
apparently overcome this: a comparison may be that of a 
beautiful stained-glass window that is shattered by a stone. It 
can be immaculately repaired, but the cracks will always show. 

This is borne out by research that reveals clearly the link 
between experiences in the first six or seven years and 
outcomes throughout the rest of life. The reintroduction of 
corporal punishment would almost certainly worsen the 
situation. 

In May 2016, for example, a 50-year study by two American 
universities (Michigan and Austin) concluded that “spanking is 
linked to aggression, antisocial behaviour, mental health 
problems, cognitive difficulties, low self-esteem, and a whole 
host of other negative outcomes”. In fact, the very outcomes 
that now result in calls domestically for even more brutal 
“spanking”. 

The American study, involving more than 150,000 children, 
concluded that “there are no redeeming effects of corporal 
punishment”. At the same time, it is broadly agreed that the 
early years are crucial to the well-being of future teenagers and 
adults. 

As American educationalist John Dewey once noted: “I have 
never been able to feel much optimism regarding the 
possibilities of higher education when it is built upon warped 
and weak foundations.” He was correct: if you build a house of 
whatever design or size, misuse the materials available and 
ignore the need for sound foundations, the structure is likely to 
be unstable and even dangerous. In many cases, if remedial 
action becomes necessary, it is usually time-consuming and 
expensive — and seldom quite as good as it might have been. 

What the legally accepted framework acknowledges is that this 
applies to all of us: we all start out as babies, infants and 
children. Yet, the focus when it comes to arguments about 
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implore the outstanding institutions to confirm their correct 
details so that they can receive the funding they need.” 

Meanwhile, the WCED briefed the education standing 
committee on the successes of, and challenges facing, the ECD 
sector. The department said it recognised that the sector had 
been under-funded, and would therefore be carrying out a 
baseline assessment this year to better understand how it could 
increase support to the sector. 

The committee heard that since the majority of ECD 
programmes were owned by non-governmental organisations, 
communities and private institutions rather than the 
Department of Social Development, they would not be affected 
by the shift. 

Committee member Ferlon Christians (ACDP) said: “When it 
comes to the registered and unregistered centres, what is the 
department doing to make sure that everybody is registered?” 

WCED Early Childhood director Ruth Leukes said that while the 
unregistered ECD centres outweighed the registered ones, the 
department was helping them to get registered. She said the 
department was aware of the complexities around the 
registration process in the ECD sector. 

“We employed social sector organisations to walk alongside the 
ECDs that needed guidance. It isn't just about us making 
registration available. It is guiding them because it is quite a 
rigorous process.” 

 

Article first published and available at: 
https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/news/lack-of-updated-bank-
details-holding-back-payments-to-104-ecd-centres-0b5b9e09-

3a4b-4019-97d2-ba961e6d3fb2 
 

 
 

 
 

LACK OF UPDATED BANK 
DETAILS HOLDING BACK 
PAYMENTS TO 104 ECD 

CENTRES 

 
~ Mwangi Githahu   

 

Cape Town - Education MEC David Maynier has blamed a lack of 
updated bank details for the delay in payment to 104 Early 
Childhood Development (ECD) centres across the province. 

Maynier also confirmed that the Western Cape Education 
Department (WCED) had completed the migration of ECD 
centres from the provincial Department of Social Development 
after the responsibility was transferred in April this year. 

The WCED is now responsible for supporting, subsidising, and 
regulating the programmes according to specifications of the 
Children’s Act. 

Maynier was answering written questions from provincial ANC 
education spokesperson Khalid Sayed, who had asked whether 
the process was completed. He also asked if there had been any 
delays in paying the ECD subsidies to schools or in the 
registration of ECDs in the province. 

“Some ECD centres did not respond to our numerous requests 
for updated bank details. In these cases, no payments were 
made, as the centres did not provide their bank details. We are 
following up continuously with non-compliant centres,” Maynier 
said. 

In January the WCED had asked 819 ECD institutions for new 
bank entity forms, completed and signed by the person who had 
authority to do so; and a bank confirmation letter from the 
banking institution. 

Only 715 ECD centres returned the required documentation and 
were successfully migrated to the WCED. Maynier said that 
without the required documentation, the department was 
unable to make the payments. 

DA provincial spokesperson on education Deidré Baartman 
said: “We would like to echo the sentiments of the WCED and 
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