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      n Heritage Day, 24th September this year, the Centre for Early Childhood Development launched the Cape Town 
Museum of Childhood as a flagship project of the organisation. On 1st October we opened our doors to the public and 
then people started streaming in.  
 
The Cape Town Museum of Childhood offers a unique space for older people and young to come together and 
experience the wonders of childhood. The theme is to celebrate childhood and to appreciate the heritage of children. 
For older persons it offers an opportunity to walk down memory lane and to have a special visit with their 
grandchildren, creating bonds and sharing childhood experiences. Visitors have the opportunity to engage in a 
number of interactive exhibits covering child rights, reading, art and creativity, childhood in District Six, President 
Mandela and children, and to view a collection of toys collection dating back more than 100 years. Adults can end the 
visit by enjoying a cup of coffee while their children and grandchildren play outside.  
 
Our attendance numbers have averaged 45 individuals each 
day, mothers with young children, grandfathers with 
grandsons, caregivers and babies, you get the picture. In 
the next week or so the 1,000th person will visit the 
museum and something special has been arranged. 
 
The museum is the first of its kind in Africa and from what 
we can find, only the fourth in the world, alongside 
London, Edinburgh, and a small town in Wales. And the 
best part is that entrance to the museum is absolutely 
free!  
 
When you are in Cape Town we invite you and your family 
to visit the museum. We are located at 3 Milner Road, 
Rondebosch (just behind the Red Cross Children’s Hospital 
and opposite Rondebosch Common). Our current opening 
times are Wednesday to Saturday from 10am to 4pm and 
over the holiday period will probably open on Sundays as 
well.  
 
Please let us know when you visit our Museum how you 
heard about it, so that we can be sure to welcome you.  
 
The museum website is www.museumofchildhood.org.za 
 
Enjoy this edition of EARLY YEARS. 
 
ERIC ATMORE 
Director 
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Support Grant (CSG) for children. Why this is a local government 
issue is unclear as the CSG is a national responsibility.   

This being the case, what could these parties and candidates be 
saying about young children across our country? The Centre for 
Early Childhood Development offers some guidance to 
politicians who have forgotten that young children make up a 
large portion of the communities they want to represent. 

There are great numbers of young children within our country – 
some seven million are under the age of six years. The 2.3 
million children attending an ECD centre are hugely impacted by 
municipal laws, regulations and complex and unnecessary 
bureaucracy. As a start, mayoral and ward candidates can 
pledge to simplify health and safety standards to ease the 
setting-up process for ECD centres, and they can integrate ECD 
into Integrated Development Plans. 

There are several strong arguments as to why municipalities 
must support ECD programmes for young children. Before a 
child enters primary school, a learning foundation must be laid. 
Embedded within their family, their community and their 
cultural values, young children need to be supported to enable 
them to thrive in later years, and as the National Integrated ECD 
Policy indicates, municipalities have an important role to play in 
this. 

Scientific findings from a variety of fields have demonstrated 
that support of programmes for children will yield significant 
benefits, not only in immediate ways for the child and parents, 
but also over time in terms of the child’s ability to contribute to 
the community. Investing in ECD programmes will be one of the 
most significant interventions local government can make 
towards the future prosperity of South Africans. Interventions in 
the early years of childhood offer an extraordinary opportunity 
to avoid or mitigate social problems, and to bring lasting 
benefits to families, individuals and society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The benefit of investing in young children’s early learning 
programmes can be extraordinarily high. Because of the 
overwhelming evidence that the early years are so key to future 
successes, the Declaration and Framework for Action at the 

IT’S ELECTION TIME AND 
POLITICIANS WILL BE KISSING 

BABIES – YET THEIR SILENCE ON 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT IS DEAFENING 
 

~ Eric Atmore 
 

Conspicuous by its absence, but not unexpected, is that not one 
party or candidate in the upcoming election has yet spoken 
about their policy on meeting the needs of South Africa’s 
youngest children and what they would do for young children. 
This is not surprising, and mirrors provincial and national 
precedent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local government elections take place on 1 November this year: 
posters are displayed, visits to local communities are taking 
place often accompanied by marching bands, in some 
municipalities streets are being cleaned, grass verges cut, traffic 
poles painted – you get the picture. Promises are made, there is 
back-slapping and hand-shaking and politicians of all parties 
are kissing babies again. We last saw this five years ago. In 
summary, politicians have begun wooing the electorate. 

Conspicuous by its absence, but not unexpected, is that not one 
party or candidate has yet spoken to the electorate about their 
policy on meeting the needs of South Africa’s youngest children 
and what they would do for young children were they to be 
elected and govern. This is not surprising and mirrors provincial 
and national precedent. However, as 1 November approaches, 
these very same politicians will kiss more and more babies. 

A glance at the election manifestos of the four bigger parties 
reveals much. The DA in their 37-page manifesto and the EFF in 
their 81-page manifesto say nothing about early childhood 
development (ECD) and nothing about children. Not one word. 

The Good party in their eight-page manifesto write about “… 
safe spaces for children and safe parks”, and the ANC in its 28-
page manifesto writes about “… safe communities for children” 
and “… ensuring infrastructure to meet specific needs of 
children”. The ANC also writes about providing the Child 
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the right to develop and thrive to their full potential in a secure, 
safe family environment, free from poverty and exploitation and 
in which every child can achieve her or his optimal development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political parties wishing to govern in municipalities must 
undertake to ensure that all children, particularly those that are 
most marginalised and vulnerable, are supported to realise 
their rights through municipal policies and programmes. This 
means: 

▪ Strengthening the capacity of communities and families 
to take control of their future; 

▪ Addressing structural inequalities and barriers that 
prevent children from enjoying their rights; and 

▪ Holding municipalities responsible for their obligations 
towards children. 

 
Municipalities must accept that each child has the right to be 
protected from maltreatment or abuse that may be physical, 
sexual, emotional or the result of neglect. To do this, 
municipalities must develop effective, open and active 
partnerships with communities. This includes partnerships with 
the non-profit, faith-based and business sectors. 

Child-friendly municipalities must invest in building the skills 
and capacity of its staff so that municipalities can achieve these 
goals. Municipalities must ensure that the most vulnerable and 
marginalised children and communities are targeted through 
the integration of a rights-based approach in all its work with 
children. 

Municipalities need to address the balance between the quality 
(depth) and quantity (spread) of ECD programmes to ensure 
maximum impact.  Furthermore, municipalities need to invest in 
partnerships and deliver a clear and transparent resource 
allocation system. 

Municipalities need to provide funding and expertise to 
enhance, impact on and support ECD programme 
implementation. 

World Conference on Education for All in 1990 challenged 
countries to include in their plans: “Expansion of early 
childhood care and development activities, including family and 
community interventions, especially for poor, disadvantaged 
and disabled children.” 

Local government has a legal mandate in our Constitution 
(Schedule 4B) around its duty to provide facilities for ECD, but 
other imperatives can be gleaned from its responsibility towards 
promoting social and economic development. 

Through local government, municipalities can provide services 
for its youngest and most vulnerable citizens. Specifically, 
municipalities should have the following as their ECD goals: 

▪ To protect and promote the rights of children in the 
municipality in line with the South African Constitution 
and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child; 

▪ To contribute towards social development by funding 
ECD facilities, services and programmes; 

▪ To assist communities, non-profit organisations, 
churches, employers etc, who are prepared to initiate 
and establish ECD programmes; 

▪ To ensure that ECD facilities, services and programmes 
are well managed, equipped, staffed and maintained; 

▪ To monitor the quality of ECD facilities, services and 
programmes; 

▪ To remove the costly and unnecessary regulations that 
impede early learning opportunities for young children; 
and 

▪ To allocate land and sites to organisations wanting to 
provide services for children. 

 
In addition, municipalities must not make policy decisions that 
negatively impact on young children. All municipal policies, 
regulations and guidelines must be consistent with Article 3 of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states that 
the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in 
all actions concerning children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The overriding vision of each municipality must be that our 
cities, towns and villages will be places where all children have 
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childhood development planning within local government. We 
hope to ensure that our challenges will be addressed by elected 
candidates in the upcoming term in office”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peacock and other advocates for ECD say that while it is crucial 
to a child’s development and is included in the Sustainable 
Development Goals, it has been undersupported and 
underfunded for years. Surveys such as Nids-Cram show that it 
was particularly hard-hit by the Covid-19 lockdowns, which 
closed many ECD services, especially in poor areas.  

The letter laments that all published party manifestos are 
“completely silent on ECD and services for young people”.  

However, there appears to be a growing recognition of its 
importance within government, partly reflected in the fact that 
in April 2022, responsibility for ECD will move from the 
Department of Social Development to the Department of Basic 
Education. 

Nevertheless, the letter points out how ECD depends most 
heavily on the environment and support that is created at local 
government level. It identifies barriers that can be removed by 
proactive accountable local governments, calls for basic services 
to ECD centres to be provided free of charge, and for ECD to be 
included in planning and budgeting by local governments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To become a child-friendly municipality, whichever party 
triumphs in each municipality on 1 November needs to establish 
an ECD unit that: 

▪ Promotes and defends the rights of children; 
▪ Coordinates local authority activities that address the 

situation of children; 
▪ Makes use of substantial experience and knowledge of 

non-profit ECD organisations and experts; and   
▪ Promotes participation of other municipal departments 

in support of young children. 
 

Meeting the social and education needs of South Africa’s 
youngest and most vulnerable children is fundamental to 
economic prosperity, political stability, the advancement of 
democracy and nation building.  Our municipalities must 
commit to the survival, protection and development of our 
youngest citizens. 

It remains to be seen whether politicians will choose to 
prioritise young children or whether they will again only kiss 
babies at election time rather than putting young children first 
in the years ahead. 

 

Article first published and available at: 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2021-10-05-its-

election-time-and-politicians-will-be-kissing-babies 
 

 

 
THE SILENCE AT LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT LEVEL ON EARLY 
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 

MUST BE BROKEN 
 

~ Mark Heywood 
 

Early childhood development (ECD) is crucial to the wellbeing 
and development of millions of children under the age of six in 
South Africa. While this remains the responsibility of the 
Department of Social Development, local governments can play a 
significant role in ensuring that it is provided safely in 
communities. Yet, political party manifestos say nothing about it. 

A letter supported by 354 people representing 222 
organisations, and including leading education experts, has 
been addressed by the Real Reform for ECD campaign to all 
candidates and political parties in the upcoming local 
government elections.    

According to Tess Peacock of the Equality Collective, a non-
profit organisation based in the rural areas of the Eastern 
Cape, “the upcoming local government election is a crucial 
opportunity for the ECD sector to advocate the importance of 
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▪ Municipal EHPs should issue timely health inspection 
reports to DSD for all ECD programmes regardless of 
whether or not they meet Health Certificate or Bylaw 
standards; 

▪ Provide municipal fee waivers for all ECD programmes; 

▪ Accept simplified, attainable and affordable land use 
options; 

▪ Accept a hand-drawn site plan and floor plan instead of 
building plans; and 

▪ Implement rapid procedures to address delays. 

Build new and upgrade existing ECD programmes 

▪ In line with the ECD policy, upgrade existing and build 
new facilities for ECD programmes in order for existing 
programmes to grow and new programmes to open; and 

▪ Provide basic services (electricity, water and sanitation) 
to ECD programmes free of charge. 

Make ECD a local spending priority 

▪ Include ECD in local planning (IDPs) and budgets, setting 
clear targets and allocating funding for new builds and 
upgrades in poor communities.  

We need local governments to deliver on their promises to local 
families; we need more families benefiting from more children 
attending ECD programmes and we need more ECD 
programmes registering and accessing government subsidies. 

We are calling on all prospective councillors to support the 
Campaign to Make Local Government Work for ECD by doing 
the following: 

1. Sign your name to this letter to illustrate your support; 

2. Make a public commitment to implement the Real 
Reforms for ECD; and 

3. Contact Real Reform once elected and we will provide 
assistance with how to make your local government 
work for ECD. 

Letter issued by the Real Reform for ECD Campaign. 

 

Article first published and available at: 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-10-21-the-silence-

at-local-government-level 

The full letter is reprinted here:  

 

Dear Prospective Councillors, 

Real Reform for Early Childhood Development (ECD) has 
launched a campaign: “Make local government work for ECD.” 

The local government elections are an opportunity to improve 
the lives of millions of young children. Real Reform for ECD has 
launched a campaign to urgently ensure that the needs of 
young children, their caregivers and ECD teachers and 
practitioners are taken seriously. 

ECD, “early childhood development”, refers to the period of 
childhood where significant emotional, physical and cognitive 
development takes place. It is the most critical developmental 
stage in a person’s life; it is the foundation not only of 
individual development but also the human resource 
development of our nation. It should include supportive services 
that include access to adequate nutrition, maternal and child 
healthcare services, caregiver support, social protection and 
early learning opportunities. We cannot say we are investing in 
the future of our nation when families do not have access to 
affordable, quality, early learning programmes for their 
children.  

Yet most children in South Africa do not have access to any 
form of early learning opportunities through an ECD programme 
(including ECD centres/pre-schools/crèches, play groups and toy 
libraries). Of those who do access some form of ECD 
programme, two-thirds are in unregistered programmes (which 
means unregulated) and only a small proportion of children who 
need it (25%) obtain a subsidy supported by the Department of 
Social Development.  

The rules and regulations governing registration of ECD 
programmes at the local level are unrealistic, onerous and 
unaffordable.   

All the published party manifestos are completely silent on ECD 
and services for young children, let alone how to eradicate the 
barriers to registration. They are also silent on how to advance 
access to ECD programmes.  

This silence totally ignores the importance of ensuring our 
youngest, most vulnerable citizens get the start in life they 
deserve and need if we are to become a winning nation. That is 
why 354 individuals representing 222 organisations are now 
supporting a new campaign calling for Real Reform at the local 
government level for the ECD sector.     

The campaign calls on you to: 

Pull down the barriers to registration for ECD programmes 

▪ Simplify health and safety standards to make it easier for 
ECD programmes to register; 
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