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T his week I will received a copy of a book called Who Shall Stand? by long-time colleague and friend S’bongiseni
Vilakazi, the vibrant Director of the Valley Trust in KwaZulu-Natal. It is a book of poetry and other musings.
S’ibongiseni visits Cape Town annually and never fails to come and see me at the Centre for Early Childhood
Development. We talk about NPO life in general and many other things of mutual interest and benefit. Reading the
book, I came across a poem dedicated to single mothers and I am reproducing it in this edition of EARLY YEARS
since it is so powerful.

All Hail The Single Mothers (a life is not a toy)
Us guys love to play with our toys
It stays with us from when we’re boys
We play all night and all day long
It is how we grow healthy and strong

Where have all the fathers gone?
Where is she standing there all alone?
Another woman, another toy?
Another girl, another boy?

We play with bikes and play with cars
We play at home and play in bars
We flirt with the risk and with temptation
We even take over junior’s PlayStation

Single mothers are the order of the day
A mountain of needs with no one to pay
Children grow without a father figure
No support, no help… go figure

When a toy gets lost or is fun no more
We forget about it or get sum-mor
And so it goes in the life of a guy
Pleasure-seeking are entitled high

Her life on pause, her dream deferred
Her body haggard from wails unheard
She will raise this child for all she is worth
A forlorn cry from the wretched of the earth

In the meantime, back at the ranch
In the clinic queue or the SASSA branch
She stands alone from dawn to dusk
Fending for their child is her lone task

All hail the heroes of our times
Yet with no whistles, bells or chimes
Single mothers standing strong for the age
The tower of this nation as the winds of change rage.

I strongly recommend Who shall Stand? You can get it from S’bongiseni on 072 639 6567.
Enjoy this issue of EARLY YEARS, the first 2021.
Eric Atmore
Director
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PLEA FOR EXTENSION: MOST
WORKERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT WILL NOT BENEFIT
FROM GOVERNMENT
RELIEF FUND
~ Astrid Coombes and Yusrah Ehrenreich
Concerns are mounting that most of South Africa’s early
childhood development workforce will not be able to benefit
from the presidency’s ECD employment stimulus relief fund as
the application deadline of 19 February fast approaches.

Theodora Lutuli, owner of Khanyisa nursery school in Nyanga
and Inkwenkwezi Educare in the Western Cape, and chairperson
of the Ubumbano ECD forum, reports that while
practitioners “were excited when the president announced a
relief stimulus package, little did [they] know the headache it
brought along…”
ECD services were given just two weeks to apply for relief
funding (applications opened on 5 February and close this
Friday, 19 February 2021) – too short a time to navigate the
onerous application process, which is administratively
burdensome and excludes the majority of South Africa’s ECD
workforce – operating informal, unregistered ECD services –
from being able to access relief funding in time.
Lutuli articulates the prevailing question on the ground: “Who
is the relief intended for if the process to access it is impossible
for so many?”
When applying, conditions that must be met include:
ECD services not currently funded by DSD must register on the
government’s central supplier database (CSD) in order to apply.
This step must be completed before completing the application
form.
All applicants must have a bank account in the name of the ECD
centre or ECD programme.

For months, the early childhood development (ECD) sector has
been in desperate need of financial support from the
department of social development (DSD).
ECD services have either been forced to close or do not have the
means to reopen following Covid-19-related closures, and
operators of ECD services have been unable to pay their staff.
On 5 February 2021, DSD finally announced the
much-needed Early Childhood Development
Stimulus Relief Fund (ECD-ESRF/ECD relief
emergency relief fund of R496-million aimed
income support to 108,833 ECD workers.

launch of the
Employment
fund) – an
at providing

The ECD relief fund seeks to offer relief to all types of ECD
services, including ECD centres and non-centre based ECD
programmes (play groups, toy libraries, childminders and
mobile ECD programmes) that are registered, unregistered or
conditionally registered.
However, while members of the ECD community – who have
been lobbying government for urgent relief to save the ECD
workforce since the start of lockdown – welcome the
announcement, they have not yet breathed a sigh of relief.
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Applicants must provide an undertaking to register if the ECD
programme is unregistered (a process that is notoriously
onerous).
Applicants must agree to reopen ECD services within 60 days of
receiving relief funding if the ECD service still remains closed
due to Covid-19.
It is unclear why the CSD system, which is not at all fit for
purpose, has been chosen as a means of accessing the relief
funding.
The CSD is a database of organisations, institutions and
individuals who can provide goods and/or services to
government. The CSD registration process is complicated and
applicants have raised concern that the database is only
available in English and contains complex terminology that is
not easy to understand.
The ECD relief fund constitutes temporary emergency relief and
registration on the government CSD supplier database should
not be a prerequisite to receiving support.
According to Sai Naicker, the principal of Butterflies Babycare
and Educare in Durban, there are “no clear instructions on how
to do the various applications and someone would need to
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constantly search online for additional information in order to
understand what is being asked of the applicant”.
Patsy Pillay, director of the New Beginnings Training &
Development Organisation in Durban, notes, “Surely
government could have found an easier system to verify and pay
the sites. The question is, do they understand the reality on the
ground?”

The requirements to register on the CSD system and open a
bank account in the name of the ECD service, while having to
grapple with technological requirements, are all stalling the
application process and making it impossible for many.
As at 15 February 2021, of the 29,836 ECD principals/owners
who started the application process, only 9,717 people have
successfully completed their applications. This demonstrates a
completion rate of about 33%.

Requiring all applicants to have a bank account in the name of
the ECD centre or ECD programme also excludes the vast
number of ECD services that operate on a cash basis, or have a
bank account in an individual’s name.
ECD principal and Grassy Park ECD forum chairperson, Yumna
Allie, confirms this, saying that the requirements regarding
bank accounts are presenting a significant problem. She says
that many ECD services “operate with a personal bank account
because they are allowed to do so as a small business”.
Additional concerns with the application process include that it
can only be completed online, leaving those without a sufficient
level of computer literacy, access to data or internet, and access
to a computer or laptop unable to apply.
Allie said the majority of the members of the Grassy Park ECD
forum “don’t have access to the internet or money for data.
They are going to have to borrow money for data or go to an
internet café where they can get access”.

There are still thousands of ECD centres and programmes that
have not been able to start the application process.
Pillay notes that “… after [11] months without support, working
with meagre resources, and battling to keep their ECD sites
open, the poorest of the poor, the most vulnerable sector of our
country that cares for our children, may not meet the deadline.”
Apart from the problematic bank account, CSD system and
technological requirements, the conditions requiring
unregistered applicants to agree to register, and requiring an
undertaking from all applicants that ECD services must reopen
within 60 days of receiving the relief funding, are also
concerning.
Naicker said the technical skills required for this application
were beyond the capacity even of people with advanced
computer abilities, requiring additional support from multiple
individuals, video tutorials and specific how-to guides.

The process of registration (or even simply applying for
registration) is onerous. Accordingly, many unregistered
providers would be reluctant to agree to this without
understanding the implications of such an agreement.

People are also struggling to complete the application process
using their phones, with many practitioners reporting additional
technical glitches on the mobile site specifically (which is the
main source of internet connectivity for target beneficiaries).

Moreover, the inappropriateness of making registration a
precondition for accessing temporary emergency relief funding
also comes into question when such relief should be available
to all ECD services, notwithstanding registration status.
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Where the 60-day reopening condition is concerned, it is
important to note that the ECD relief fund must be used to pay
workers and cannot be used to cover the costs of reopening,
which may include buying food for children, paying for water
and electricity, providing PPE and ensuring that all the
necessary safety protocols are in place.

single ECD principal received the full R4,470, she would need to
commit this money to reopening the centre, committing to all
the costs that made her shut down in the first place, which, in
fact, would leave no relief for the individual.

For this reason, the relief funding may mean little for ECD
services that remain closed with no means of reopening. DSD
has informed the public that a failure to meet the conditions of
reopening may result in sanctions being imposed.
Support is also limited to a once-off maximum payment of
R4,470 per staff member, with ECD centres only able to receive
a maximum amount equivalent to supporting four staff
members, and non-centre based ECD programmes only able to
receive a maximum amount equivalent to supporting one staff
member.

The ECD relief fund aims to pay 108,833 ECD workers: however,
as of 15 February 2021, only 46,661 – or 43% – of ECD workers
have been able to register to receive relief funding. This is a dire
situation.
There are less than two days left to register ECD workers on the
online system. If the deadline is missed, the money will be lost.

Given the size of the ECD workforce, this financial relief will not
be widespread, and for practitioners who have been without an
income since March 2020, the support will not be enough to
cover mounting expenses and unpaid bills.
The limited availability of funds will also require DSD to
prioritise relief funding where the number of applicants exceeds
the funds available (an inevitability, given the size and needs of
the sector).
In this case, registered ECD programmes and unregistered
programmes which participated in the Vangasali campaign (to
identify and register unregistered ECD programmes) will be
given priority, once again, potentially leaving unregistered ECD
programmes behind.
Mmatsetshuweu Ruby Motaung, executive director of Training
and Resources in Early Education (TREE), illuminates these
concerns when she says the main reasons why many ECD
centres closed “was beyond just the salary”.
In a scenario where the 60-day commitment is in place, if a
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Jennifer McQuillan, owner and principal of Under the Son
nursery school, in Randpark Ridge, Randburg, makes the ECD
sector’s request clear. She states, “(W)e need more time so that
the monies allocated for the funding can actually reach those
who need it most.”
If DSD wants to ensure that as many ECD services benefit from
the relief fund as possible, it is essential that as a first (and by
no means last) step, the application deadline of 19 February
2021 be extended to allow applicants time to fulfil the
extensive application requirements.
Additional time has been requested from DSD – the ECD
community waits to see whether DSD will heed the unified call
for such extension and a possible simplification of the
application process.

Astrid Coombes is an attorney and legal researcher at the Equal
Education Law Centre. Yusrah Ehrenreich is an attorney and the
Head of Advocacy, Lobbying and Social Justice at the Centre for
Early Childhood Development.
Article available at
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-02-17-plea-forextension-most-workers-in-early-childhood-development-willnot-benefit-from-government-relief-fund/
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DEADLINE FOR ECD RELIEF FUND
APPLICATIONS EXTENDED
~ Nicole McCain

Education Working Group called for an extension.
C-19 spokesperson Colleen Horswell-Daniels said that two
weeks were not enough for ECD school principals to submit
applications and that many were struggling to navigate the
application process.

• The Department of Social Development has extended the
deadline for applications for relief funding.
• The ECD Stimulus Relief Fund makes R496 million available
to assist ECD facilities affected by the Covid-10 pandemic.
• The department had also made NGOs and youth officers
available to assist those struggling with the application
process.
Application for relief funding for Early Childhood Development
(ECD) centres have been extended, allowing principals an extra
week to apply for a share of the R496 million lifeline.
The Department of Social Development announced that the
deadline for applications for the ECD Stimulus Relief Fund had
been extended to Friday 26 February. The previous deadline was
Friday, 19 February.

She added that by Monday (15 February), only 9 717 out of 29
836 ECD principals/owners who had started the application
process, successfully completed their applications.
The application process needed to be streamlines, said
Horswell-Daniels, as the digital platform on which principals
needed to apply made the process difficult for those without
computer literacy.
Social Development spokesperson Lumka Oliphant said as a
further support mechanism, the department, in partnership with
the DG-Murray Trust had made available a number of nongovernmental organisation and over 2000 Harambee Youth
support services available to assist with the application process.
“The provincial department of social development through their
local offices are also available to assist ECD services throughout
the country. An ECD service that requires such assistance can
visit their local social development offices.

The application process opened on 5 February, with the R496
million fund established to assist ECD facilities, including
creches, daycare services and nurseries, that were hard hit by
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Many of these facilities couldn’t open for months due to the
government regulations. After reopening, many pupils did not
return due to financial constraints at home.

“In addition, they can send an email to ecdstimulus@dgmt.co.za
or contact the call centre on 0800 089 666 and support will be
provided. A list of NGO coordinates are posted on the DSD
website that be access on www.dsd.gov.za.” said Oliphant.

Article available at
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/deadlinefor-ecd-relief-fund-applications-extended-20210220

However, the department came under fire for the application
process, when C-10 People’s Coalition’s ECD and Basic
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