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“We strive to create a society that puts
young children first.”
With the extreme inequality in South Africa, the majority of
young children in the country grow up in poverty, with limited
access to quality early education opportunities. Research shows
that quality ECD opportunities have profound effects on the
development of young children, can reverse the effects of
deprivation, and make it possible for children to grow and
develop to their full potential. This in turns leads to life changing
benefits for our communities and our country. Following this,

During the period from 01 April 2019 to 31 March 2020, the Centre
for Early Childhood Development worked in five provinces
across South Africa. We reached and supported 696 early
childhood development (ECD) centres, three playgroups, 16
primary schools and 163 families and their young children. We
worked with 675 principals, 318 ECD teachers, 635 ‘other adults’,
252 youth, and directly reached some 3,596 children in this year.
We also indirectly reached an approximate 16,240 children
through our ECD Centre Registration programme.

our mission is to increase the
capacity of individuals, organisations
and communities in delivering ECD
programmes
throughout
South
Africa. This is pursued through a
range of programmes and services.
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696 ECD centres
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163 Families

318 Teachers

3 Playgroups

635 ‘Other adults’

16 Primary schools

252 Youth

3,596 Children (directly reached)
16,240 Children (indirectly reached)
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Each day in South Africa, some 32,000 ECD centres
provide education, care and well-being for around
2,5 million children. The well-being of these
children is ensured by about 180,000 adults, mostly
women. These are the people building our country
and who have taken up the challenge of former
president Nelson Mandela when he said: “It is in your hands.” South Africa pays homage to
these individuals for what they do under extraordinary difficult circumstances every day.
The year gone by has been tough. Poverty, inequality and unemployment, driven largely by
our colonial and apartheid past, really make life difficult for tens of millions of people in our
country. It is only through the resilience and grit of our people that more than 2,5 million
children are at an ECD centre or in an ECD programme each day.
Our 2019/20 Annual Report sets out in detail what we have done . An important question to
ask is: why do we do what we do? The answer is simple: early childhood development
programmes provide young children with opportunities for social, emotional, cognitive and
physical growth that leads to their all-round healthy development and well-being, and
greater prospects for their future. The global research evidence on this is clear.
We are producing this Annual Report in the middle of a Covid-19 lockdown, unprecedented
in our lifetime. The year ahead is going to be challenging. The Coronavirus and its impact
will be around for some years to come. This will have a huge impact on ECD centres and
programmes. Thousands of ECD centres and programmes across South Africa have closed
in recent months. This has placed a huge burden on parents, families and communities.
ECD non-profit organisations have also been impacted on and many have closed, placing
an added responsibility on those that are still functioning. Through strategic thinking and
sound operational plans, the Centre for Early Childhood Development will get through
these volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous times. Our staff are talented, energetic,
competent and committed to making a difference in the lives of children and families.
We thank everyone that has made the past year at CECD a success and who has enabled us
to make a difference in the lives of vulnerable young children. This includes government
officials, donors, non-profit organisations, communities and individuals throughout South
Africa. We thank you for your support and guidance this past year.
Please stay safe and healthy with your families.
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ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR

Our Integrated ECD Programme approach to working with communities
focuses on the growth and development of ECD centres through mentoring,
coaching and providing support to principals, governing bodies, and staff to

improve their services to young children. We offer a package of support to
ECD centres based on their specific needs. The aim is to ensure ECD centre
sustainability and to promote a quality early learning environment. This work
includes: management and supervisor training, governing body training,
teacher training, on-site support for teachers and management, parent
education, infrastructure upgrades, provision of education equipment and
assistance with the process of registration and subsidisation. This programme
is currently implemented in five provinces in South Africa.
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WESTERN CAPE
Over the past year we worked with:
□ 25 ECD centres in Philippi, with the support of the Government of
Monaco, providing a package of ECD training for teachers and
principals and on-site support, supporting 750 young children. We
also did additional building upgrade work at Ruth First Educare in

Philippi.
Ruth First Educare in Philippi is being assisted with training, onsite
mentoring and minor infrastructure upgrades.
Our ECD trainer, Thembisa Nkohla, conducting an on-site support visit with a
principal who was part of our entrepreneurship training.

□ Four ECD centres and 100 parents of young children in outlying
areas surrounding Mossel Bay, namely Herbertsdale, Sonskynvallei,
Vleesbaai and Brandwacht. This project is supported by the Western
Cape Department of Agriculture and Casidra. Parents attended
parent education workshops on the importance of ECD and we
supported the ECD centres with on-site visits and promoting the
implementation of skills learnt through our National Curriculum
Framework training.
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□ 200 ECD principals across the City of Cape Town, supported by a

□ Ten ECD centres in Kalkfontein, with the support of the Trifid

City of Cape Town grant-in-aid. The project aimed at increasing the

Foundation. We provided management and supervisor training for 20

capacity of principals in marginalised communities across the City of

ECD principals to enhance their capabilities to manage and run their

Cape Town through the provision of entrepreneurship training and on

ECD centres. The teachers received skills training on Paediatric First

-site support; equipping principals to run their ECD centres more

Aid, how to work with children with special needs and the National

effectively. ECD centres were recruited from various areas, including

Curriculum Framework. All beneficiaries received on-site support.

Atlantis, Delft, Bonteheuwel, and Lavender Hill.

We are also working with Kalkfontein Daycare Centre staff to
strengthen their management skills and the quality of their early
learning programme. The second phase of our infrastructure
upgrade at the centre was the conversion of an existing 12m shipping
container that the ECD centre owned into a kitchen, office and
storeroom. The infrastructure project was supported by Fly and Help
and Breadline Africa.

ABOVE: The house that Vuyolwethu Playgroup operated from before the
infrastructure upgrade. BELOW: Breaking ground on the new site for
Vuyolwethu Playgroup.

An onsite support visit to Butterfly Educare in Kalkfontein.

□ One ECD centre in Mooreesburg, with the support of Fly and Help
and Limesales PTY LTD. This centre, Vuyolwethu Playgroup, received
a brand new building which is built on a large plot that the centre is
leasing from the Swartland Municipality. The centre includes two
classrooms, a kitchen and a toilet block as well as a high security
perimeter fence. This allows the centre to be fully functional while still
having room to expand to accommodate more children in future.
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□ 11 ECD centres in the greater Clanwilliam area with the support of

□

Ten primary schools (the Grade R classes) in Cape Town

with the

the Allan and Gill Gray Charitable Trust. The principals of these ECD

support of Standard Bank. We provided training to the teachers on conflict

centres received our management and supervisor training. On-site

management, conflict resolution, creative arts and governance and

support ensured that the principals were able to put in place what

management.

they learnt in the workshops.
□ 65 teachers and parents from Kalkfontein, Wesbank, Gugulethu and
Blackheath

with the support of Jenny Hobbs. With PRAESA, we ran a

series of workshops to enhance early literacy. During the workshops, the
participants were introduced to the concept of ‘storyplay’ which is an
approach to early literacy teaching that focuses on enabling meaningful
and imaginative literacy learning in young children.

ABOVE: Our ECD trainer, Thembisa Nkohla, conducting an
on-site-visit at an ECD centre in Clanwilliam. BELOW: The group of
participants from Clanwilliam.

In support of International Literacy Day on 8 September, CECD collaborated with
PRAESA to offer a series of workshops that promote emergent literacy.

□ 21 ECD teachers from the Metro South area, with the support of the
Varda Foundation. For this training, we partnered with ‘Eyentsatshane –
For the Little Ones’, a language and literacy project. The training focused
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on how teachers and principals can use storytelling to increase early

□ Six ECD centres in Mfundesweni, in the Eastern Cape, with the

literacy. The training focused on practical tools that the participants can

support of Shoprite Checkers. These centres received infrastructure

use in their playrooms.

upgrades, education equipment, skills workshops and management
training.
□ 17 ECD centres from Bloemfontein and seven (7) ECD centres from
Malamulele, in Limpopo, with the support of Shoprite Checkers. These
centres received infrastructure upgrades, education equipment, skills

workshops and management training.

Thando Mkhoyi, demonstrating to teachers how they can use storytelling to
promote emergent literacy.

EASTERN CAPE, FREE STATE & LIMPOPO
Over the past year we worked with:
□ Three primary schools (the Grade R classes) and 14 ECD centres in East
London,

as well as two primary schools and six ECD centres in Port

Elizabeth, supported by Standard Bank. We provided training to the
teachers on conflict management, conflict resolution, creative arts, and
governance and management.
CECD’s Rukea Shaik, during a site visit to Roadhuis ECD, one of the
ECD centres in Limpopo, supported by Shoprite Checkers.
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NORTHERN CAPE
Over the past year we worked with:
□ One ECD centre, Loerievinkie Bewaarskool, and two Grade R classes in
Loeriesfontein supported by Loeriesfontein 2 Wind Farm. We are also
training 14 teachers towards a full ECD qualification at Level 5.

The inside of a classroom (ABOVE) and the outside of Roadhuis
ECD (BELOW), supported by Shoprite Checkers in Malamulele, Limpopo.

ABOVE: Training towards the Level 5 qualification in ECD with teachers in
Loeriesfontein. BELOW: Loerievinkie Bewaarskool in Loeriesfontein.

□ One ECD centre and two Grade R classes in Sutherland supported by
the HCI Foundation. We provided training, on-site support and mentoring,
education equipment and outdoor equipment to these ECD facilities and

8

their staff.

CECD is one of 18 service providers tasked by the provincial

Following the success of our ‘Young Leaders for Children’ leadership

Department of Social Development to assist ECD centres with the

programme in 2018/2019, CECD hosted our successful ‘Young Leaders

process of registration as a Partial Care Facility (a legal requirement

for Children Conference’ from 01-03 October 2019.

for all ECD centres if they care for seven or more children). Supporting
ECD centres to register is critical for their sustainability and capacity
to offer quality early learning programmes. Over the past year, our

registration team has worked with 406 ECD centres - in the Southern
District of the Western Cape, supporting approximately 16,240 young
children.

The conference was put together for emerging, young leaders
working in the non-profit and children’s sector. The conference aimed
to build young leadership to drive sustainable change in our country,

by sharing knowledge and hearing from experts in their fields.

CECD’s registration team providing support and guidance to an ECD centre
about the registration process.

Some of the conference delegates during an interactive session on
leadership in the non-profit sector in South Africa.

9

Our family outreach workers visiting families in Gugulethu.

sessions, sharing knowledge with primary caregivers on a range of topics

including

how

children

develop,

child

health

and

nutrition.

The

programme creates a network of support amongst the caregivers. We also
support the setting up and facilitation of playgroups in the area.

ABOVE: Nontembiso Leve, our family outreach worker, working with a
mother and child at their home in Gugulethu. BELOW: One of the
playgroups we support on this programme.

Whilst improving the quality of provision at ECD centres is key; we also
support early learning opportunities for children who are not in centrebased provision. In South Africa this equates to roughly 70% of all
children under the age of seven. We do this through our Family

Outreach Programme.
This programme is based in Gugulethu (in the Western Cape) and
Loeriesfontein (in the Northern Cape), and targets the most vulnerable
families with young children who do not attend an ECD centre, sharing
knowledge amongst primary caregivers about the importance of ECD.
Our family outreach workers visit homes and facilitate parenting
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games they played such as “kennetjie”, “marbles” and “drie blikkies”.
During this year much progress has been made towards finalising the
exhibitions for the Cape Town Museum of Childhood. We are now ready

The afternoon was filled with memory sharing, game playing and lots
of laughter.

to open to the public.
HIGHLIGHTS
The museum has hosted many successful outreach events over the

year. Highlights include hosting the second run of our #EduSnap
smartphone photography project, a collaborative effort between the
museum and Orms Cape Town School of Photography, where five high
school learners were guided through the process of creating a
photographic

exhibition.

The

project

theme

for

the

year

was

“leadership”.

The museum also commemorated important days in the calendar, by
celebrating with children and communities in the Western Cape. On

Senior community members taking part in a game of “kennetjie” and
reminiscing on their childhood experiences, with members of the museum team.

International Mother Language Day, 21 February 2020, we collaborated
with Khoe language activist Denver Breda by introducing the Khoe
language to children at Rainbow Educare Centre in Vrygrond, Cape
Town. Denver read his own story called ‘Xamma The Little Water Boy’ to
the children and taught the children some important words and
numbers. By the end of the day, the children were able to count from
one to six in the Khoe language.
On 17 May 2019, in celebration of International Museum Day and

The museum celebrated International Literacy Day, on 05 September

International Day of Families, the Cape Town Museum of Childhood,

2019, with 50 grade 4 learners at Kewtown Primary School. Emile

Simon’s Town Museum and District Six Museum collaborated on “The

Jansen, founder of ‘Heal the Hood’, shared stories that he wrote for his

Games We Played”, taking 40 seniors from Ocean View, Simon’s Town

own children to educate them about their heritage. The learners

and District Six down memory lane to reminisce on the childhood

enjoyed hearing Emile’s stories and his impromptu dance lesson.
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On 21 November 2019

the museum joined the “Infecting the City”

Public Arts Festival with a statement piece showcasing over 100
headline posters that relate to the violence against children in Cape
Town. Through this exhibition, which took place on government avenue
in Cape Town, we wanted to remind the public of their accountability
for the safety of children; and to get the public thinking about what
they can do to make Cape Town a safer place for children.

During this financial year, along with our on-going monitoring and
evaluation activities for all of our ECD programmes, CECD worked on a
number of additional research projects. We started the year by working as
part of a multi-organisation team that conducted a large due-diligence
research study for a major donor, of a ECD programme looking to scale-up
its intervention programme throughout South Africa. This was followed by

an extensive community needs assessment of 53 ECD centres in the
Kouga municipality in the Eastern Cape. The end of the year concluded
with CECD conducting a qualitative research study on the appropriate role
of the state in delivering ECD services in South Africa, commissioned by
the Finance and Fiscal Commission. An excerpt from this report follows:
“South Africa has indeed seen progress in ECD in recent years; our policies
are well constructed, and government regularly recognises ECD as an
integral strategy in reducing poverty and inequality in the country. It is
clear that government is aware of both the economic and societal benefits
of ECD and is on the right path towards achieving national access to ECD
services. However, the sector remains disjointed, un-coordinated, and
current access to ECD programmes is uneven and often of a low quality. It
is clear that the implementation of ECD policies has become a key
challenge in the country. Overall there is consensus that there is little
political will, support, structures and mechanisms in place to coordinate
and ensure policy implementation. This will require significant work on
government’s part to correct. Without this, the current system will remain
inadequate to achieve the level of ECD provision required in the country.
Similarly, if funding from government remains stagnant the country will
continue to have low access to and poor quality of ECD programming.”
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International Children’s Book Day was celebrated with a ‘Book Walk’ event at the
Water’s Edge Pre-Primary School in Seaforth, Simon’s Town on 02 April 2019.

On World Book Day, 23 April 2019, CECD, together with the Cape Town Museum of
Childhood, launched our book ‘Untold Stories: Memories of growing up in a
different era’ at the Nassau Theatre, in Cape Town. This book features six South
Africans’ unique childhood stories while growing up under the Apartheid Regime.

International Children’s Day was celebrated with the children and families from our
Family Outreach Programme in Barcelona, Gugulethu on 31 May 2019.

On Mandela Day, we delivered books to ECD centres across Cape Town.
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On 01 August 2019, CECD celebrated its 25th anniversary
of working in the field of ECD. This was celebrated with
colleagues, friends, family and donors who have
supported our work over the years. Entertainment
included Jimmy Nevis and the Steelband Project.
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The CECD team participated in the Community Chest Twilight Fun Run
in December 2019.

We celebrated the opening of Vuyolwethu Playgroup, an ECD centre
in Moorreesburg, on 11 February 2020.

In January 2020, we hosted an event, ‘In conversation with Marie-Louise
Samuels’. Eric Atmore interviewed Marie-Louise, the previous Director of
ECD at National DBE, on ECD and her experiences in government.

On the same day, 11 February 2020, we celebrated the opening of
Kalkfontein Daycare Centre in Kalkfontein.
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to all our funders, sponsors, partners and
supporters for putting young children first!

Haley Foundation
Minrath Charitable Trust
Z Tropper
Lime Sales Ltd.
Allan and Gill Gray Charitable Trust
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Jenny Hobbs

Aziza Schreuder - Programme Manager
Boniswa Gquma-Lisa - Office Administrator
Bridget Kahts - Programme Manager
Chanel Fredericks - Museum Outreach Worker
Eric Atmore - Director
Gloria van Rensburg - Outreach Worker
Jessica Blom - Regional Operations Manager
Lauren van der Westhuizen - ECD Assistant
Lisa Jurgens - Registration Administrator
Lutfieyah Sadien - Trainer
Melissa Strydom - ECD Assistant
Michaela Ashley-Cooper - Programme Manager
Najwah Mukadam - Events Co-ordinator
Navarne Wheeder - ECD Assistant
Nelisa Manyonta - ECD Assistant
Nontembiso Leve - Development Worker
Philip Banda - Gardener/Handyman
Roz Witbooi - General Manager
Rukea Shaik - Operations Manager
Sarah Atmore - Programme Manager
Thembisa Nkohla - Trainer
Victoria Lumko - General Worker
William Kaunda - Gardener/Handyman

Zahra Manji - Funding

Gill Naeser - ECD Consultant
Omar Shaik - Driver
Vanessa Bolters - ECD Trainer
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20 Rosmead Avenue, Claremont, Cape Town, 7708
+27 21 683 2420

P O Box 2363, Clareinch, 7740

www.cecd.org.za

Facebook: @CentreForEarlyChildhoodDevelopment

Email: cecd@iafrica.com

Twitter: @CECD_online

