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        e are half way through February 2019. Welcome back to work after the end-of-year break and the first edition of 
EARLY YEARS for 2019. 
 
One of the interesting things about 2019 is that it is a momentous year in terms of celebrations: Our democracy is 25 
years old in April; 2019 is also an election year. With regards to the ECD sector, it is also a year of anniversaries: The 
South African Preschool Study, which paved the way for Grade R, was released 25 years ago; the Centre for Early 
Childhood Development was founded 25 years ago; it is 15 years since we met with President Nelson Mandela at his 
residence to launch a technology and ECD project with IBM; and there are a number of other memorable 
anniversaries. As the year proceeds we will write about these.  
 
For those who listened to the State of the Nation 
address by President Ramaphosa two weeks ago, 
you will know about his comments on a second 
year of ECD (meaning Grade R) and the decision to 
move ECD to the department of Basic Education. 
Regarding the second year of compulsory Grade R - 
this is never going to happen. We have not got the 
Grade R year right yet after 18 years. Yes take up is 
good at about 80%, but the quality remains 
questionable. If there is to be a second year of 
Grade R, where will the 33,000 playrooms needed 
come from and where will the 33,000 teachers 
come from when we are not even producing 5,000 
teachers currently each year? To quote Professor 
Aslam Fataar, this is “smoke and mirrors”.  
 
On moving ECD from the department Social 
Development to the department of Basic Education 
we have not been given the thinking behind this 
yet. However, I am prepared to give it some time to 
see how it will be implemented. 
 
Enjoy reading this edition of EARLY YEARS and all 
the best for the year. May everything that you want 
to achieve be achieved and may you get all the 
funding that you need to deliver to our youngest 
children. 
 
 
ERIC ATMORE 
Director  
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learning. She also called on government to remunerate 
preschool teachers according to their qualifications. 
 
According to Jacobs there are more than 10 000 preschool 
teachers across the province whose jobs may be in jeopardy 
should the government push ahead and force them to obtain 
higher qualifications. 
 
“They are the ones who trained us and now they are saying that 
training is not good enough. They are going to kill us,” said 
Jacobs. 
 
Ashika Ely from Thaakira’s Day Care Centre in Mitchells Plain, 
lamented the sizes of the centres that they are allowed to have. 
 
“We are governed by zoning. We need to be able to take in 
more children. They have different policies for different centres. 
It should all be the same for everyone,” said Ely. 
 
Fazlin Ajam from Heideveld lashed out at what she called the 
government’s “unwillingness” to assist township centres. 
 
“People live in wendy houses and shacks so why can’t they 
teach there? What are they actually saying about where people 
live? Norms and standards must be reviewed to accommodate 
all,” said Ajam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The memorandum of grievances was accepted by the secretary 
for the national minister of social development. 

 
 

Article  available at  
https://www.pressreader.com/south-africa/weekend-argus-

saturday-edition/20190126/281651076324494 
 

 
 
 
 

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS  
PROTEST 

 
~ Norman Cloete 

 

 
“We are raising presidents. We are raising police officers. We 
are raising doctors.” 
 
Chanting these slogans, pre-school teachers from across the 
Western Cape province marched to Parliament to deliver a 
memorandum of grievances to the minister of social 
development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairperson of the SA Congress for Early Childhood 
Development in the Western Cape Melissa Jacobs said the 
government was doing “too little too slow” for the sector. 
 
“Government needs to give recognition to the ECD sector. They 
have to remunerate us accordingly. Some of our staff have the 
same qualifications as Grade R teachers yet earn between R1 
500 and R2 500 per month while recognised pre-school teachers 
earn up to R7 500,” said Jacobs. 
 
Included in the list of grievances is an appeal that the 
government provide subsidies for all children aged 0-4, as it 
does for children at public primary schools. 
 
Jacobs said many people started their own ECD centres without 
the support of the government. 
 
“They have money for free tertiary education so why don’t they 
have for ECD? Also, they take too long to register our ECD 
centres. They don’t want to register a shack, but they also do 
not help the people to make the centre safe.” 
 
Jacobs said the government was required preschool teachers to 
obtain new qualifications, but it refused to recognise prior 
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years of compulsory early childhood development for all 
children before starting primary school.   
 
The treasury allocated the early childhood conditional grant, 
used to subsidise ECD centres, to the department of social 
development, not education, according to budget expenditure 
documents. 
 
Equal Education’s Rone Macfarlane said: “There is no clarity on 
when or how the shift to the department of education will take 
place. 
 
“It also remains entirely unclear how two years of compulsory 
ECD for all learners in the country will be funded when the ECD 
grant is to remain almost stagnant over the next three years, 
barely keeping up with inflation.” 
 
In budget documents the treasury said that by the end of 
2017/18 it had subsidised 60,307 poor children’s early 
childhood education through the grant. It expected to continue 
allocating R1.4bn over the next three years.  
 
Linda Biersteker, from Unesco’s Cape Town-based early 
learning research unit, said discussions about the department 
of education taking over have been going on for a while and it 
was a “positive move” in the long term. “But in the short term ... 
it is not clear to anybody I have asked how this is going to 
work.”  
 
The department of social development receives money so it can 
give subsidies to registered early childhood centres and poorer 
children, but there is no “specific” information on how the 
department of education will take over this subsidy process.  

UCT adjunct professor Eric Atmore, who runs the Centre for 
Early Childhood Development, said the change of departments 
has “been a long time coming”. 
 
“The ANC conference at Nasrec in 2017 called for the education 
department to take over. But we can’t really say if it is a good 
decision. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT ‘REMAINS  

AN ORPHAN’ 

 
~ Katharine Child 

 
This Education experts are in the dark about an announcement 
by President Cyril Ramaphosa to move the early childhood 
development portfolio from the department of social 
development to basic education. 
 
Those surveyed by Times Select say there is no quick fix for the 
problems facing SA’s young children, many of whom receive no 
education before Grade 1.  
 
The treasury’s 2019 budget also did not give funding for these 
priorities announced by the president, an economist said. 

 
Ramaphosa announced in his state of the nation address last 
week that early childhood development centres (ECD), often 
referred to as crèches or nursery schools, would now fall under 
the education department’s supervision. 
 
He also said two years of early childhood education or nursery 
school would become compulsory.  
 
“This year we will migrate responsibility for early childhood 
development (ECD) centres from social development to basic 
education, and proceed with the process towards two years of 
compulsory ECD for all children before they enter Grade 1,” said 
Ramaphosa. 
 
But Stellenbosch education economist Nic Spaull noted in the 
Financial Mail that finance minister Tito Mboweni’s budget 
allocations did not address Ramaphosa’s commitment of two 
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David Harrison, CEO of the DG Murray Trust, an NGO for early 
childhood education, agreed: “Obviously, very poor 
communities can’t meet infrastructure requirements for crèches 
to register in order to meet the funding requirements.” 
 
He wrote that the move would make sense because “early 
learning is the educational orphan in South Africa, attracting 
only 1-2% of the total budget for public education”, and 
bringing it under the ambit of the basic education department 
could increase this in the future. 
 
He said the department of education taking over did not mean 
it must provide early childhood development at schools. 
“Schools are in no way ready for a four-year-old.” 
 
He added that communities must continue to provide crèches 
for young children but needed training, materials and financial 
support, and teachers from the state. 
 
“The established network of crèches is not reaching enough 
children. The logical thing is to continue to build the network.” 
He said “half of the 15,000 current early child development 
practitioners are unqualified and need training”. 
 
In 2018, Statistics SA released a report on early childhood 
education, using data it had collected. 

 
 

Article  available at  
https://select.timeslive.co.za/news/2019-02-25-early-childhood-

development-remains-an-orphan/ 

“Where the portfolio is located does not matter until there is 
political will to meet the needs of young children. The 
decision will not advance young children unless the issues 
facing them are addressed.” 
 
Atmore, a social worker by profession, said it didn’t matter 
which part of the government took over subsidising crèches. The 
bigger problem was that the crèches that needed money most 
didn't get it.  
 
The government provides a platform for registration of crèches 
and provides subsides to 25% of centres, he said.  Many can’t 
get registered for funding because their infrastructure is too 
poor, he said.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The common factors at many  ECD centres are untrained adult 
teachers, watery soup, a lack of nutritious food, no educational 
resources and no learning programmes.” 
 

 
 
 
 

EARLY YEARS 

 021 683 2420                    cecd@iafrica.com                  www.cecd.org.za                               Centre for Early  
Childhood Development 

@CECD_online 

CRECHE COURSE Volunteers run a care centre for children in 
Tlhabologang, near Coligny, giving them a daily meal as they 
say many of these children do not get enough to eat.   
Image: Sebabatso Motsamo  

“Atmore, a social 
worker by profession, 
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government took over 
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In budget documents the treasury said that by the end of 
2017/18 it had subsidised 60,307 poor children’s early 
childhood education.  
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