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his week we came across two government reports which affect the ECD sector. The first is the 2016 ‘Stats in
Brief’ publication and the second is the Statistics SA Poverty ‘Trends in South Africa’ 2006 to 2015 publication, each
freely available. Reading these reports shows us just how unequal South African society is. As then -President Thabo
Mbeki once said, we live in two worlds, which he described as the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots.’ The ‘haves’ are
predominantly middle class, urban, well-educated and employed. The ‘have nots’ are predominantly poor, rural, not
formally educated and unemployed – and these two worlds differ drastically. In one, individuals have running water
at home, electricity, sanitation, domestic appliances and vehicles. In the other, people survive without running water
in the home, without electricity, having to use public transport and as a consequence spend a greater proportion of
their income on transport than the ‘haves’.
What got me thinking about this is the data and information contained in these two reports and its value in national
development. If we know the numbers, we can act. If we know how little ECD provision there is and the poor quality,
we can act. If we know the number of families without an income, we can act. So data is critical to our functioning.
Despite this, most NPOs and NPO directors do not have the data and information at hand on which to base their
work, because we do not have a culture and practice of reading for organisation development.
As NPOs we need to know (or find out) what is happening around us. One example of this is the common complaint
from ECD NPOs that there is no funding in the ECD sector. My question to these NPOs is: Based on what evidence,
data and information do you make this statement? The data and evidence tells me otherwise. Remember that data,
evidence and information can be the difference between your ECD NPO thriving or closing down.
Enjoy this edition of EARLY YEARS which includes articles on the statistical picture released by Statistics SA.
ERIC ATMORE
Director
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55.5% OF SOUTH AFRICANS
UNDER POVERTY LINE

STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA,
STATS IN BRIEF: A SUMMARY OF
RELEVANT FINDINGS

~ iAfrica Staff Reporter
~ Michaela Ashley-Cooper & Eric Atmore
Poverty is on the rise, according to Stats SA, with over half of
South Africans living beneath the upper-bound poverty line of
R992 per person per month as of 2015.

Stats SA recently released their annual ‘Stats in Brief’, for the
year 2016. This publication provides important statistics on
various demographics and factors in South Africa. The following
summary provides some key relevant statistics for those working
in the non-profit and early childhood development sectors in the
country.
Table 1.

Mid-year population estimated by age and gender (p.7)
Age
Total
Male
Female
0 - 4 years
5 863 000
2 968 000
2 895 000
5 - 9 years
5 761 000
2 910 000
2 851 000
0 - 80+ years
55 909 000 27 380 000 28 529 000

The statistics site, whose research spans the period from 2006
to 2015, says although there has been an increase of the
number of people in poverty from 53.2% to 55.5% in less than
four years – from 2011 to 2015 – numbers have yet to replicate
the dire status of ten years ago when 66.6% of the population
were identified to be living below the poverty line.
Amongst other trends, higher consumer prices (especially
around energy and food), greater household dependency on
credit and policy uncertainty has led to the impoverishment of
part of the South African populace.
“In general, children aged 17 and younger, black Africans,
females, people living in rural areas and those with little or no
education, are the main victims in the ongoing struggle against
poverty”, reads the report published earlier today.
Notably, the report adds that the poverty levels tend to drop for
adults, increasing only after the age of 55.
This has presented concerns that South Africans are increasingly
vulnerable to poverty particularly in the formative years for the
youth of the country.
The full report, compiled by Statistician-General, Dr Pali
Lehohla, can be found in the following link:
http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/Report-03-10-06/Report03-10-062015.pdf

Article available at
http://news.iafrica.com/sa/1054398.html
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Table 1 presents the mid-year population estimated by age and
gender. This table shows that children 0-4 years old make up
approximately 10.5% of the South African population, whilst
children 5-9 years old make up approximately 10.3% of the
South Africa population. Children (0-9) thus make up
approximately 20.8% of the country’s population. There are
slightly more young males than young females in the 0-9 cohort,
in the country.
Table 2.

Provincial mid-year population estimates by age and
province (p.8-9)
Province

0 - 4 years

Eastern Cape
Free State
Gauteng
KwaZulu-Natal
Limpopo
Mpumalanga
North West
Northern Cape
Western Cape

848 000
276 000
1 223 000
1 351 000
670 000
445 000
403 000
106 000
541 000

5 - 9 years
851 000
277 000
1 147 000
1 343 000
647 000
448 000
404 000
114 000
530 000

Total 0 - 80+
7 062 000
2 862 000
13 498 000
11 080 000
5 804 000
4 328 000
1 791 000
1 192 000
6 293 000

Table 2 presents the mid-year population estimates by age and
province. This tables shows that the provincial distribution of
the population is different for children compared to the general
population. The province with the highest number of children is
KwaZulu-Natal, followed by Gauteng, the Eastern Cape, and
then Limpopo. The province with the largest total population is
Gauteng, followed by KwaZulu-Natal, the Eastern Cape, and
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then the Western Cape. This shift in pattern is due largely to the
migration of individuals as they grow older (Statistics South
Africa, 2016. Statistical release P0302: Mid-year population
estimates 2016).

Table 3.

Mid-year population estimates by population group
(p.10)
Population Group
Black African
Coloured
Indian or Asian
White
Total

Number
% of total
45 110 000
80.7%
4 897 000
8.8%
1 386 000
2.5%
4 516 000
8.1%
55 909 000
100%

Table 3 presents the mid-year population estimates by
population group. This tables shows that the large majority of
individuals in South Africa are Black African (80.7%).
Table 4.

Estimated annual population growth
rate (p.12)
2015-2016
2014-2015
2013-2014
2012-2013
2011-2012
2010-2011
2009-2010
2008-2009
2007-2008
2006-2007
2005-2006

1.62
1.59
1.55
1.52
1.49
1.46
1.43
1.4
1.37
1.34
1.31

Table 4 presents the estimated population growth rates for the
last eleven years. This table shows that the annual growth rate
of the population in South Africa is steadily increasing each
year, meaning that the population of the country is growing.

021 683 2420

cecd@iafrica.com

Table 5.

Registered live birth occurrences
(p.18)
2014
1 161 159
2013
860 393
2012
1 073 886
2011
1 009 729
2010
1 004 838
2009
1 017 747
2008
1 083 674
2007
1 067 656
2006
1 082 424
2005
1 054 873
2004
1 008 778
Table 5 presents the registered live births that have occurred for
the last eleven years. This table shows that the live birth rate
has generally been steady in the past years, with an average of 1
038 651 children born per year between 2004 and 2014. The
significant drop between 2012 and 2013 and the significant
increase between 2013 and 2014 is due largely to late birth
registrations on the national birth register, or births not being
processed in time to reach Stats SA during their processing
phase (Statistics South Africa, 2014. Statistical release P0305:
Recorded live births 2014).
Table 6.

Percentage distribution of registered deaths by age
(p.20)
Year
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003

0 – 11 months 1 - 4 years
5.70%
5.70%
5.50%
5.60%
6.30%
6.70%
7.70%
7.80%
7.90%
7.80%
7.20%
6.90%

5 - 9 years
1.90%
2.00%
2.10%
2.00%
2.40%
2.20%
2.60%
2.50%
2.60%
2.60%
2.80%
2.40%

0.70%
0.70%
1.00%
0.90%
0.80%
0.80%
0.80%
0.90%
0.90%
1.00%
1.00%
0.90%

Table 6 presents the distribution of registered deaths by age, as
a percentage of the total age cohort. This table is accompanied
by Figure 1 (on the following page) that presents the data
graphically. This table and figure show that the percentage of
deaths is significantly higher for children aged 0-11 months,
followed by those in the 1-4 year age cohort, and then by the 59 year age cohort. Across all age cohorts, the rates have been
decreasing over the years.
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Figure 1. Percentage distribution of registered deaths by age

four weeks prior to the interview”. (Accessed from: https://
africacheck.org/factsheets/factsheet-unemployment-statistics-in
-south-africa-explained/.)
Table 8.

Unemployment rate by population group
(December 2015; p.45-48)
Unemployment Rate (%)
Population Group
Black African
27.60%
Coloured
21.60%
Indian or Asian
10.90%
White
6.90%
Table 8 presents the unemployment rate by population group,
as at December 2015. This table shows that the unemployment
rate is highest for Black Africans.
Table 9.

Table 7.

Population of working age (15-64 years) by gender and
labour market status (p.42-44)
Labour market status
Female
(December 2015)
Economically active

Male

Total

9 567 000 11 644 000 21 211 000

Workers

6 995 000 9 023 000 16 018 000

Unemployed

2 572 000 2 621 000 5 193 000

Unemployment
Rate (%)
Not economically
active
Total

26.90%

22.50%

24.50%

8 816 000 6 245 000 15 061 000
18 383 000 17 889 000 36 272 000

Table 7 presents the population of working age individuals, by
gender and labour market status. This table shows that
approximately 41% of the South African population is not
economically active. Broken down by gender, the table shows
that 48% of females are not economically active, and 35% of
males are not economically active.
The table further shows that 24.5% of the economically active
population is unemployed, with the unemployment rate for
females being higher than for males (by 4.4%). Stats SA utilises
the strict definition on unemployment, where a person is
considered unemployed only if they have “taken active steps to
look for work or to start some form of self-employment in the
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Number of households by energy source for cooking
(2015; p.136-137)
Electricity from mains
12 597 000
Gas
560 000
Paraffin
867 000
Wood
1 505 000
Coal
80 000
Total
16 122 000
Table 9 presents the number of households that use various
energy sources for cooking. 78% of households in South Africa
use electricity from mains to cook, with 9.3% of households
using wood to cook. There are still 80 000 households using
coal, and 1.4 million households using gas and paraffin to cook.
Table 10.

Number of households by main source of water (2015;
p.143-147)
Piped water in the dwelling or house
7 385 000
Piped water in the yard
4 354 000
Borehole in yard
259 000
Rain-water tank in yard
120 000
Neighbours tap
431 000
Communal tap
2 247 000
Tanker
304 000
Borehole outside yard
229 000
River or stream
379 000
Stagnant pool or dam
35 000
Well
90 000
Spring
186 000
Total
16 019 000
Table 10 presents the number of households that use various
water sources. This table shows that 46% of households in
South Africa have piped water in their dwelling or house as their
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main source of water, with 27% of households having piped
water in their yard as their main source of water. There are still
125 000 households whose main source of water is a stagnant
pool or dam, or a well.

Table 13.

Number of consumer units receiving electricity and free
basic electricity services (p.164)
Basic electricity
Free basic electricity
% free

10 885 520
2 747 490
25.20%

Table 13 presents the number of consumer units receiving
electricity and free basic electricity services across South Africa.
This table shows that, in 2015, 25.2% of consumer units were
accessing free basic electricity.
Table 14.

Gross domestic product (GDP; p.171)

Table 11.

Number of households by sanitation facility
(2015; p.151-153)
Flush toilet connected to public sewerage
9 641 000
Flush toilet connected to septic tank
516 000
Chemical toilet
45 000
Pit latrine with ventilation pip
2 680 000
Pit latrine without ventilation pip
2 343 000
Bucket toilet
144 000
None
36 000
Other
30 000
Unspecified
633 000
Total
16 067 000
Table 11 presents the number of households that utilise various
sanitation facilities. This table shows that 60% of households in
South Africa have a flush toilet connected to public sewerage. A
further 16.7% of households utilise a pit latrine with a
ventilation pipe, and 14.6% of households utilise a pit latrine
without a ventilation pipe. There are still 36 000 households in
South Africa who have no sanitation facilities whatsoever.

GDP at current market price
R 4 013 592 000 000
(2015)
GDP percentage changes relative to
previous year
2015
1.30%
2014
1.60%
2013
2.30%
2012
2.20%
2011
3.30%
2010
3.00%
2009
(-1.5%)
2008
3.20%
2007
5.40%
2006
5.60%
Table 14 presents the GDP for 2015 for South Africa, as well as
the GDP percentage increases (and decreases) from year to year.
This table shows that, in 2015, the GDP was just over R4 trillion,
having increased by 1.3% from 2014. The table shows that GDP
increases have consistently been smaller and smaller since
2006.

Table 12.

Number of consumer units receiving water and
free basic water services (p.161)
Basic water
12 518 180
Free basic water
4 588 790
% free
36.70%
Table 12 presents the number of consumer units receiving
water and free basic water services across South Africa. This
table shows that, in 2015, 36.7% of consumer units were
accessing free basic water.
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