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CENTRE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
We believe in creating a society that puts young children first.
Many young children grow up in extreme poverty without access to quality early learning opportunities. Early and appropriate
interventions for children at risk can mitigate the effects of poverty and inequality and enable vulnerable young children to grow and
develop to their full potential. Our mission is to increase the capacity of individuals, organisations and communities in delivering
early childhood development programmes throughout South Africa. This is pursued through a range of programmes and services.
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In 2017/2018, the Centre for Early Childhood Development worked in six provinces across South Africa. We reached and supported 657 early childhood
development (ECD) centres, 19 non-profit organisations, seven playgroups, 12 ECD forums, nine primary schools and 138 families and their young children. We
worked with 214 principals and supervisors, 724 ECD teachers, and directly reached some 11,500 children in this year. We also indirectly reached an
approximate 22,500 children through our ECD Centre Registration programme.
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Early childhood development programmes have an
immense impact on the lives of young children.
The benefits of quality ECD activities, whether at
an ECD centre, in a playgroup or in the home are
clearly visible. We can see the developmental
differences in children who have had quality early
learning opportunities and those who have not.
Perhaps this is most evident when we see a child
who is well nourished and one who is not. In South Africa, far too many poor children are
rendered vulnerable due to a lack of sufficient good food for growth and development.
While the South African government has made resources available for quality ECD programmes,
it is still far too little and it is far too late. South Africa has had a new ECD policy for some three
years now and still very little progress has been made in implementing it. We are yet to see any
significant government support of ECD programmes in our country. With the exception of the
introduction of Grade R, over the past 24 years since democracy, it is still civil society
organisations that provide the overwhelming supply of ECD programmes. So as it was in the past,
the major challenge in the ECD sector in the years ahead will be to turn the policy into action.
The year under review has again been an exciting one in which we have been able to provide a
range of ECD programmes across the country. This past year we have trained teachers, principals
and governing body members, built ECD centres and equipped them, we have worked in
literacy, numeracy and life skills and have been active in policy-making, lobbying and
advocacy. With the support of the National Department of Social Development, this year we
started our “Young Leaders for Children” leadership programme. Twenty young, active and
bright young people are on this programme. These are the future children’s sector leaders in
South Africa.
The year ahead is going to be an exciting one. Our Cape Town Museum of Childhood,
celebrating children, their achievements and resilience, has provided a range of children’s
outreach activities across the Western Cape. Our free-to-enter museum will showcase exhibits on
a range of curated focus areas. We intend to launch during 2019.
A year like this does not just happen. A mix of skilled and talented staff, high levels of energy,
commitment to the cause, and supportive donors and grant-makers from around the world, make
it happen.
Thank you to all who contribute to putting young children first.

3

Eric Atmore - Director

ACTIVITIES
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Our Integrated Early Childhood Development Programme approach to working
with communities focuses on the growth and development of ECD centres through
mentoring, coaching and providing support to governing bodies, principals and
staff members to improve their services to young children. We offer a package of
support to ECD centres based on their needs. The aim is to ensure ECD centre
sustainability. This approach to working with ECD centres includes the following
elements: management and supervisor training, governing body training, teacher
training, on-site support for teachers and management, parent education,
infrastructure upgrades, provision of education equipment, and assistance with
registration and subsidisation. This programme currently supports

ECD centres

from the Western Cape, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape and Limpopo.

EASTERN CAPE
With support from Standard Bank, we have been working with eight public primary
schools in Port Elizabeth and East London since 2015. At these primary schools,
many of the learners enter Grade 1 not ready for formal schooling. We recruited
Grade R teachers from these schools and ECD centres (which feed into the primary
schools) in order to address this. We have been working with 12 teachers from
Port Elizabeth and 29 teachers from East London. The programme has greatly
impacted on these teachers as they now have a structured daily programme, a
nutrition plan and a theme plan with literacy, numeracy and life skills activities.
NORTHERN CAPE
Mainstream Renewable Power, together with CECD as the implementing partner, is
working in Loeriesfontein to enable young children to access essential ECD
services.
The staff and children of Sneeuvlokkie Bewaarskool in Sutherland.
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This project identifies vulnerable children and their families within the greater
Loeriesfontein community and supports their holistic development.
In particular, the ECD centres received ECD teacher training, education equipment
and minor infrastructure upgrades. As part of the ECD teacher training, CECD is
working with 14 participants to attain credits towards their higher certificate in early
childhood development qualification (NQF Level 5).
With the support from the HCI Foundation we ran a leadership programme for
ECD facilities in De Aar, Sutherland, Carnarvon and Loeriesfontein supporting,
enhancing and strengthening individual and organisation ability. We enhanced the
capacity of principals so that they are able to efficiently and effectively lead and
manage ECD centres and programmes that they are responsible for. We provided
leadership training in these communities to 21 ECD centres and two Grade R
classes. The ‘Manage an ECD Service’ unit standard formed part of this training.
On-site mentoring and support was also provided to participants to ensure that they
were able to implement what they had learnt during the training. On-site support
assessments were conducted to determine the competency of each participant.

Supported by De Aar Solar Power, CECD worked with 17 ECD centres providing
teacher training, ECD management and supervisor training and on-site support and
mentoring in De Aar. Four ECD centres received infrastructure upgrades, outdoor
equipment and education equipment.
Supported by Droogfontein Solar Power, four ECD centres in Kimberley received
ECD teacher training, on-site support and mentoring. The ECD centres also
Aziza Schreuder providing on-site support to St John’s Pre-school, De Aar.

received infrastructure upgrades, outdoor equipment and education equipment.
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WESTERN CAPE
Gouda Wind Energy Facility (through Economic Development Solutions) together
with CECD has constructed and equipped a new building for the Gouda Educare
Centre to provide a safe and secure environment within which the children of
Gouda can receive quality ECD opportunities. The site was handed over to the
contractor in October 2017 and construction is scheduled to be completed in
August 2018. The principal, teachers and governing body from Gouda Educare
have received teacher training, on-site support and governance training to ensure
that the educare centre is of a high standard.
CECD provides our Integrated ECD Programme to ECD centres across the Western
Cape. ECD centres receive a package of services covering governing body
training, teacher training, provision of education equipment, on-site support for
teachers and management, and assistance with registration and subsidisation. Over
Construction of the new Gouda Educare Centre.

the year we worked with:


Ten ECD centres from Greater Kalkfontein and Kuilsriver, with the support of
the

A new cohort of 10 ECD centres was recruited at the start of

2018.
 Ten ECD centres from Mfuleni, with the support of the

.

 Ten ECD centres from Khayelitsha and Samora Machel, with the support of

 Ten ECD centres from Wallacdene and Kraaifontein, funded from CECD
resources.
 Forty ECD centres from Gugulethu, Nyanga, Philippi, Samora Machel, Philippi
East and Ocean View, with the support of the

.
 Nineteen ECD centres from Paarl and Villiersdorp, with the support of
. These centres received ECD supervisor and
management training with a focus on how to manage an ECD service.
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Thembisa Nkohla providing on-site support to an ECD centre in Kalkfontein.



Khulanathi Educare in Wallacedene, Kraaifontein, was supported by

&

to

erect three classrooms at Khulanathi Educare. This has greatly increased the
capacity of this educare centre, and allowed the principal to move the centre out
of her private home into its own stand-alone facility. CECD also constructed a
jungle gym, a sand pit and a shade port to support outdoor play for the
children.


Amy Biehl Enrichment Centre in Brown’s Farm, Philippi was supported by
and funded by

with an infrastructure upgrade that

includes repairs to the boundary wall, the installation of palisade fencing,
upgrading the toilet block, upgrading the kitchen, pantry and store room and
the jungle gym.


Thirty ECD centres from Knysna, Khayelitsha and Franschhoek are supported by
. The package of services that the participants received on this
programme includes: teacher training, ECD management training, on-site
support visits, assistance with registration and education equipment and
equipment training. The training was supported by highly trained Swiss teacher
trainers. The trainers emphasise the value of recycled materials and using
imagination to create educational games and activities for children. The first
training block was facilitated by Swiss Rotary trainers and the subsequent blocks
are being facilitated by our trainers and trainers from Knysna Education Trust,
based on the style initiated by the Swiss Rotary trainers.



Thirty ECD centres from the Cape Metro area have been supported by
All of the centres received ECD teacher training and ECD

Teachers made educational games out of recycling during a session.

management and supervisor training, focused on entrepreneurship and small
business management. Three ECD centres (Kiddies Joy in Bonteheuvel, Bright
Kids in Bishop Lavis, Ma’Roof Educare in Athlone) received infrastructure
upgrades. Each of these upgrades was done as a part of the project to upgrade
ECD centre buildings as well as to enhance the skills and capacity of the ECD
centre staff, and to equip the centres.
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LIMPOPO
With the support of Shoprite Checkers, we have been able to work in Shigalo

We were appointed by the provincial Department of Social Development in the

Village. Sweet Home Day Care will be provided with a full building upgrade. The

Western Cape to facilitate the registration of partial care facilities (ECD and

construction of the new ECD centre started in February 2018 and is set to be

aftercare facilities, including day care) in the Metro South District, working with

completed by July 2018. Sweet Home Day Care has received education equipment

some 450 ECD centres. We assist ECD centres to meet the requirements for

and training on how to effectively use the equipment. We are also working with

registration with the relevant government departments and we also ensure

seven ECD centres in the area, offering teacher training and governance training.

legislation is adhered to. We support ECD centres through the complex process of

Shigalo Village is a rural area characterised by abject poverty. Many of the ECD

registering. Once ECD centres are registered, they are eligible to apply for to

centres have not been able to access resources and support. Our work in this area

access the ECD subsidy of R15 per child per day. Accessing the subsidy is

makes a tangible contribution towards breaking the cycle of poverty crime.

essential as it increases the sustainability of an ECD centre.

We ran a programme to enhance the capacity of ECD forums, at the request of the
City of Cape Town. ECD forums are a voluntary network of local ECD centres that
serves as a representative body for community ECD centres. The programme
strengthened ECD forums so that they can better provide support to ECD centres.
The programme was designed to enhance and strengthen the entrepreneurial,
business, leadership, and management knowledge and skills of ECD forum
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Rukea Shaik providing onsite support to Sweet Home Day Care, Shigalo Village.

members. ECD forums from across Cape Town were part of the training.

Our Family Outreach Programme in Gugulethu provides a range of ECD services,

At the start of 2018 we launched our Young Leaders for Children programme for

focusing on families at home. This includes home-visiting, where our family

young leaders driving change in the children’s sector. This national, year-long

outreach worker works with parents and caregivers in their homes, sharing

programme empowers emerging non-profit leaders to provide sustainable services

knowledge on how to stimulate children who do not attend an ECD centre and to

to children in South Africa. We believe in the power of young people to bring

create a network of support amongst the caregivers. We provided 120 vulnerable

about change. The programme consists of two, one week blocks filled with

families with home visits, parenting workshops for the caregivers and playgroup

training, practical exercises and inspiring talks with a thread of leadership

sessions for the children, run alongside the parenting workshops. With our

throughout all activities. Each participant is supported by a coach throughout the

support, six playgroups in Barcelona and one playgroup in Khikhi were established

year who set personal and organisation goals with each participant and who guides

by members of the Gugulethu community. These playgroups were provided by 18

the young leaders in achieving these goals. This programme is funded by the

caregivers who have been through our Family Outreach Programme and directly

National Department of Social Development.

benefits 29 children. We provided 10 ECD teacher training and 10 management
training sessions to these caregivers to enhance the effectiveness of the structured
playgroups.

Nontembiso Leve working with a family in Gugulethu.
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Children not in early
childhood development
provision (70%)

Two of our staff have recently contributed a chapter for a book on inequality and education in South Africa,
edited by Dr Nic Spaull and Professor Jonathan Jansen. Our chapter focuses on inequality in ECD and is a
summarized snapshot of ECD in the country. The infographics illustrate some of these findings.

Children 0 to 6
years old in SA
(6,6 million)

The number of children in ECD provision currently sits at approximately 1,843,960 (28-

Children in
Grade R

30% of the 6,6 million 0-6 years olds). This includes all children in any form of early
learning group (ELG) programmes (StatsSA, 2017). Of those in provision, 792,671

(12%)

children are in Grade R (72% of 5-6 year olds), and 1,3 million are in ECD centres
(registered and not registered). This leaves an approximate 70% of children in the
country not in any form of ECD provision.
Early Learning Group Programme Attendance for 3-5 year old Children,
by Income Quintiles.
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Quintile
5 (Wealthiest)

Children in early learning
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Children in early childhood
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Within ELG programme attendance in South Africa, there is vast
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inequality in the proportion of children attending a programme across

Access to early learning programming varies greatly according

different income quintiles. Only 58% of 3-5 year old children in Quintile

to population group. The data for these graphs is derived from

1 (the poorest quintile) attend a programme, whereas 83% of 3-5 year old

Hall, et al. 2017, pg. 38. Based on Statistics South Africa, 2015

children in Quintile 5 (the wealthiest quintile) attend a programme.

General Household Survey data.

The Cape Town Museum of Childhood is an interactive museum where children
and adults celebrate childhood. We aim to create access and provide insight into
various childhood experiences and realities. The exhibits will provoke reflection,
and help us to engage with and build an understanding of childhood. Visitors will
experience historical, current and future aspects and contexts of childhood. This
first in Africa museum celebrates the resilience of children, the possibilities that
childhood holds, as well as children’s experiences through time. The establishment
of the Cape Town Museum of Childhood is continuing. Through the year we
initiated several outreach programmes taking content of the Museum outside of its
physical building and into marginalised communities who may not have access to
the Museum.

We launched our #RightToECD campaign in February 2018, funded by the
Foundation for Human Rights. This project increases awareness and engagement
with Constitutional Rights, especially the right to early education for young
children. The lack of awareness about children’s right to access early education
severely hinders the development of South Africa as a country. The project involves
sharing social media posts with key messages on our media platforms, and
creating a short audio clip that is being aired on various community radio stations
throughout the year, together with radio interviews that allow the public to engage
in discussions around ECD, children’s rights, and accessibility to early learning
programmes. Significant awareness has been raised about the importance of ECD
for young children, with some 28,249 people being reached through our social
media platforms.

Developing and installing of the ‘Activity Room’ at the Cape
Town Museum of Childhood.
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As part of Project 021’s ‘Quest for Freedom’ performance, in celebration of
Freedom Day 2017, we presented the ‘Given to Fly’ pop-up exhibition. While the

Amr Salie, a young author, talking at the launch of Library Week.

young performers in ‘Quest for Freedom’ (the sequel to ‘Given to Fly’) reflected on
children's realities of life on the Cape Flats, the exhibition presented the outcome
of different creative arts outreach projects. These projects gave children and youth
from diverse communities in Cape Town the opportunity to explore their creativity
and to show others through different media what their daily lives are like. In
November 2017, Project 021 held a showcase of the projects they are involved in
at various schools in Cape Town and we set up our "My Lavender Hill, My
Childhood" exhibition at this event.
We hosted a celebration of childhood with the community of Gouda.

The

celebration took place on 2 March 2018 at the Gouda Community Library where
community members joined in and listened to older community members share
their childhood stories about growing up in Gouda. We invited the public to visit
the Gouda Community Library where we also displayed a pop-up exhibition called
‘This is me - a day in my life’, about a day in the life of a child growing up in South

In celebration of what would have been President Nelson Mandela’s 100th

Africa.

Birthday, we are developing a Madiba and Children book, which we will launch on
Mandela Day, 18 July 2018. The book includes a unique collection of crowdsourced

photographs

and

stories from people who met
Madiba as a child. In addition
to these inspiring stories, the
book includes artworks about
Madiba from children from
various
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schools.

Nelson

In celebration of Library Week, the Cape Town Museum of Childhood launched a

Mandela was a champion for

short story writing competition and pop-up exhibition at Athlone Library on 20

children and had a huge

March 2018. The aim was to encourage people to visit libraries and remind

impact on the lives of millions

ourselves of the importance of the library within communities; as well as to

of children around the country.

encourage a culture of story writing by giving children and youth a platform to

With this book, we honour

express their creative talent.

Madiba’s legacy.

EVENTS
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On 3 May 2017, CECD held a book launch for our research publication, ‘Effective

Together with Oasis Asset Management, we celebrated Universal Children’s Day on

early childhood development programme options meeting the needs of young

1 June 2017 with 128 children from Nantes and Bridges Educare in Bridgetown;

South African children’. This study details 12 case studies of best practice ECD

and Kiddies Joy Educare from Bonteheuwel. The children enjoyed the day with

programmes currently offered across South Africa, that have a significant, positive

balloon characters, jumping castles, a playroom set-up that included arts and crafts,

impact on young children, with step-by-step guidelines on how to implement these

a play dough station, construction area, a story telling session and a teddy bear

programmes. This initiative was a partnership between the Programme to Support

picnic.

Pro-poor Policy Development, in the Department of Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation within The Presidency, and the European Union.

In support of International Literacy Day, on 8 September 2017, CECD together with
the Cape Town Museum of Childhood launched a Book Drive campaign to collect
books for children in community ECD centres across the Western Cape who have
little to no access to reading books.
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On Mandela Day, with the support of POCO and Anchor Industries, equipment

In celebration of National Women’s Day, celebrated on 9 August, we presented

was donated to Sunshine Educare in Wolwerivier. This included mattresses, a

gifts to stalwart women working in ECD across the Western Cape, to thank them for

kitchen unit, a wardrobe, educational equipment, a chest freezer and more! The

all they do in the lives of young children in our country. We selected inspirational

event was the official handover as well as a celebration for 250 children. Sunshine

ECD principals and specialists, who we work closely with, thanking each one for

Educare faces many challenges in Wolwerivier but despite these, continues to

‘nurturing our children’s growing minds, providing them with love and care and

provide quality early learning to the young children in their care and the centre is a

watching them bloom.’

symbol of hope in the community.

Theodora Luthuli, principal of Inkwenkwezi Educare.

Ms Sayed and Nabeelah Willenberg from Ma’Roof Educare.
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CECD together with the Cape Town Museum of Childhood, celebrated Universal

With the support from Fly & Help (Germany), we were able to relocate, construct

Children’s Day on 20 November 2017 by hosting an education programme for

and equip the Khulanathi Educare Centre which provides for 110 children in

200 children at the Nantes Park, Bridgetown. We invited children from

Wallacedene, Kraaifontein. The official opening of the new educare was on 27

neighbouring ECD centres - Nantes Daycare in Silvertown, Ma’roof Educare Centre

January 2018.

in Bridgetown, Bridges Daycare in Bridgetown, Bethany Daycare Centre in
Silvertown and Uluntu Educare in Gugulethu to join us. The celebration was a fun
day filled with education activities for the children, including face painting, arts
and crafts, walk about magic show offered by the College of Magic, the City of
Cape Town, Road and Safety Education Programme, a storytelling session by
Nal’ibali and a Mobile Toy Library from Foundation for Community Work. All the
children received a party pack and a book donated by Book Dash.
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Twilight Team Run 2017
CECD and the Cape Town Museum of Childhood hosted a ‘Book Walk’ with the
children at the Ahtlone Church of Christ Educare Centre, Silvertown, in celebration
of International Children’s Book Day on 29 March 2018. In this ‘Book Walk’ we
took a group of learners on an exciting journey through a book – called Monkey
Puzzle. Twelve reading stations were set up; one for each page of the book. At
each station, learners were able to collect an item from the story being told. At the
end of the book walk, learners created their own version of the story with the items
they collected at each station. The aim was to encourage children to go home and
read the story from their take-home activity, to their friends and family, empowering
their journey to reading as well as fostering an excitement about reading.

CECD staff took part in Community Chest’s Twilight
Team Run in December 2017.

“The best way to enhance a child’s imagination is to make them read.”
- Ken Spillman -
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Thank you,

Donadio Sandmine
Haley Foundation
Jenny Hobbs
Minrath Charitable Foundation
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OUR STAFF

Aziza Schreuder - Programme Manager
Boniswa Gquma-Lisa - Office Administrator
Bridget Kahts - Programme Manager
Chanel Fredericks - Museum Outreach Worker
Eric Atmore - Director
Jessica Blom - Programme Manager
Lutfieyah Sadien - Trainer
Michaela Ashley-Cooper - Programme Manager
Najwah Mukadam - Events Co-ordinator
Nontembiso Leve - Development Worker
Roz Witbooi - General Manager
Rukea Shaik - Operations Manager
Thembisa Nkohla - Trainer
Thembisile Xwazi-Mgushelo - Development Worker
Victoria Lumko - General Worker
William Kaunda - Gardener/Handyman
Zahra Manji - Funding

Gloria Marinus
Lauren van der Westhuizen
Lisa Jurgens
Navarne Wheeder
Nazley Salie
Nelisa Manyonta

Gill Naeser - ECD Consultant
Sarah Atmore - Programme Manager
Vanessa Bolters - ECD Trainer
Wilma Tindall - ECD Trainer
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+27 21 683 2420
www.cecd.org.za
Email: cecd@iafrica.com
20 Rosmead Avenue, Claremont, Cape Town, 7708
P O Box 2363, Clareinch, 7740
Facebook: @CentreForEarlyChildhoodDevelopment
Twitter: @CECD_online

